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GARDEN

A MEMORIAL TO VICTI

PEACE

OF HOMICIDE




Dear Friends,

The Garden of Peace is a living memorial to all those who have tragically lost their lives to homicide.  Our peaceful garden offers families, loved ones, survivors, and all those that visit our garden a place for quiet reflection, tranquility, and hope.  The stones collectively are a visual testament to the need for eliminating violence, a symbol of the hope for peace, and renewal in our lives, our community and the world.  Yet each stone, on its own, has a powerful story of love, loss, and of the everlasting impact of violence.   
 

The Garden is announcing a new initiative called Stories Behind the Names. This is an opportunity for survivors to share the stories of their loved ones lost to homicide.  Your stories woven together will provide a powerful reminder of the beauty of life, the devastating impact of loss as well as the senselessness of homicide.  

 
The Garden of Peace will use these stories to educate all on the true impact of homicide as well as bring to life the names on each stone, defining them beyond the violent act that ended their lives.  With your permission, we will be utilizing your stories on the Garden of Peace website, as well as in educational/outreach materials. 
 
We encourage you to submit your story in any of the following ways to honor your loved one: 

· You can submit your own personal story in writing.

· You can tell your story to a Garden of Peace volunteer, who will then write the story for you.

 Here are some writing prompts to help you with your story:
· Describe your loved one’s life - what made them special and what you miss the most? 

· What was the impact of your loss? 

All submissions will be subject to review and editing by the GOP board of directors with final approval from each family prior to inclusion. Please keep your submission to approximately 150 words. 

  

You can submit your stories and photographs by filling out the attached form (please type): 

· Email: info@gardenofpeacememorial.org 
· Mail: Garden of Peace, PO Box 8382, Boston MA  02114 

Be sure to include your name and telephone number so that we may contact you to follow up. 

Please send a photograph.  You can submit a digital photo or mail a printed photo that we will scan and return. Be sure to write the person’s name, your name, and telephone number on the back so that we may return it to you.

Remember, if you want help telling your story, we’d be happy to arrange for a volunteer to speak to you.  Send an email to info@gardenofpeacememorial.org or call us 617-523-0402. 

We thank you in advance for lending your voice and your story to ensure that the victims honored in the Garden of Peace are never forgotten.

Peace,

Christine Colwell and Liam Lowney

Garden of Peace Board Members and Stories Initiative Coordinators

 

GARDEN OF PEACE: PERSONAL STORY SUBMISSION 

By submitting this information, I give the Garden of Peace permission to use the content of this story and photograph on their website and to reproduce for display at public events to help raise awareness about the diversity of life affected by homicide. Please note that the Garden of Peace reserves the right to edit the stories for content and format. 

Photographs can be sent electronically. If you send the photograph in the mail, be sure to include the person’s name along with your name, address and telephone number so that it can be returned once a scan has been made. 

Name of Person being remembered: _____________________________________

Date of Birth: ____________
Date of Death: _______________

Connection to Massachusetts: ___________________________________________

(Current or former Resident, Family Member, etc.) 
Contact Person: _______________________________________________________

Relation to victim: _____________________________________________________
Tel. No. (day):________________________ (eve:) ___________________________

Email: _______________________________________________________________

Personal Story: (limited to 150 words)

